I think one's feelings waste themselves in words, they ought to be distilled into actions and into actions which bring results.
-Florence Nightingale, as cited in Cook (1914) A call is out to holistic nurses in advanced practice to imagine the possibilities for enhancing and changing care practices in the 21st century. In an era of sophisticated health care and increasing technological demands, advanced practice holistic nurses (APHNs) and advanced holistic nurses (AHNs) are challenged to provide humanistic, compassionate, and holistic care (Enzman Hines & McCaffrey, 2016) . Additionally, as chronic and complex health conditions are plaguing individuals, advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs) are expected to have greater knowledge and skills for addressing these patient needs. The current health care system presents limited access to care, is fragmented, and focuses on costly problem-based care. Inadequate time is spent on the patients' emotional and social needs, particularly their pain and struggles. Limited time is spent on health and wellness promotion. Troubled by this emerging paradigm for practice, APHNs and AHNs are challenged to envision how holistic, caring practices can engage patients, support healthy behaviors, and change both the way care is provided and the relationship between the patient and APHNs.
In the past 10 years, a clear vision and path has emerged supporting holistic, patient-centered care, health promotion models of care. APHNs now have a unique opportunity to change the health care landscape. To ensure forward momentum, APHNs and AHNs need the expertise, energy, and commitment to be the leaders in these changes in health care. Now is the time to get involved and take action as leaders in the areas of advanced holistic nursing education, research, practice, and policy.
Creating the Path as Leaders in Health Care
Recent developments, including the Institute of Medicine's (2011) report The Future of Nursing: Leading Change, Advancing Health and the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010 (ACA) have opened the door to new roles and opportunities for APHNs and AHNs. The ACA shifts the focus of health care dollars from disease management and cure to wellness, health promotion, and disease prevention. With millions of Americans now gaining access to health care, there is a new appreciation for advanced practice nursing roles, particularly APHNs and AHNs, in meeting the critical health care needs of these populations, particularly with an increased mindfulness of the barriers that currently prevent many advanced practice nurses from delivering care (American Holistic Nurses Credentialing Corporation [AHNCC], 2013).
Over the past three decades, the recognized specialty of holistic nursing has gained momentum in the pursuit to define the future of health care and our profession as a value-based, person-centered approach. Initiated by a different way of viewing the metaparadigm of nursing, advanced holistic nursing provides a complementary approach to providing nursing care that is consistent with the shift in the population's health care views. The primary goal of APHNs and AHNs is to facilitate people to live actualized lives as fully as possible in all situations (AHNCC, 2013). 
Editorial
Advanced holistic nursing focuses on promoting health and wellness and assisting self and others in the healing process (Enzman Hines, Wind Wardell, Engebretson, Zahourek, & Smith, 2015; Smith, Zahourek, Enzman Hines, Engebretson, & Wind Wardell, 2013) , as well as preventing or alleviating suffering. Healing is the integration of the totality of humankind in body, mind, emotion, and spirit. In a holistic approach to health care, the patient is treated as a whole being rather than just a set of symptoms. Holism recognizes the practitioner's role in supporting each patient/client so that he or she may find comfort, peace, and harmony. Integral to an individual's health experience are social support, health practices, family patterns, personality traits, and societal and cultural influences. There has never been a better time to take action to ensure that holistic, patient-centered, valuebased, health and wellness care is available.
One of the most pressing issues in advanced holistic nursing is acceptance of its legitimacy, not only among APRNs and nurses but also other disciplines. Other concerns include education, research, practice, and policy. The dominant model for APRNs is a conventional model of health care recognized by the American Association of Colleges of Nursing, which created and endorsed the Consensus Model for APRN Regulation: Licensure, Accreditation, Certification and Education (National Council of State Boards of Nursing, 2008) . The AHNCC has responded to the Consensus Model stating that this document clearly limits the scope of practice for AHNs and APHNs. Organized by AHNCC in partnership with the American Holistic Nurses Association, the Consensus Model Task Force (CMTF) has composed a white paper challenging the absence of the APHN from the roles within the consensus model (AHNCC, 2013) . The CMTF has also recently published the Foundations for Competencies and Curricular Guidelines for Basic to Doctoral Holistic Nursing Education, that addresses advanced holistic nursing curriculum for university-based academic programs (AHNCC, 2017) .
This special issue of the journal will focus on the advanced practice role in holistic nursing. Highlighting the research, conceptual/theoretical models, and practice dimensions of advanced holistic nursing practice, this issue offers insight into the possibilities for change in practice that will focus on patient-centered care and the advancement of advance holistic nurses as the true leaders in humanistic, compassionate, and holistic care. Advanced holistic nursing embraces the personcentered view and is clearly the preferred path for the future of nursing practice and health care for the future.
Mary Enzman Hines, PhD, APRN, CNS, CPNP-PC, APHN-BC
